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Interview transcript: 
(JN: James Hartley Nichols; EK: Eva Klepp) 

00:10 

Discussion of background noise. 

00:30  

JN: I’ll say that this is James Nichols and I’m conducting the 11th Boynton oral history interview with Mrs 
Eva Klep at 115 SE 3rd Avenue in Boynton Beach. First, Mrs. Klep, when did you come to Boynton Beach? 

EK: I came in 1925, came down on the train. 



 [00:00:57]  

JN: and you came from Centralia, Illinois? 

EK: No, I came-- I was up at my sister's in Lyon Park Virginia 

JN: and you were from Centralia.  

EK: Oh, yes. We lived there. That's where my folks lived. They came down here in ’24, my folks came 
before I did. 

[00:01:15]  

JN: What did your father do in Centralia?  

EK: He was a contractor. He built homes and bigger buildings. He built the woman’s club, you know. 

JN: your father? Contracted and built the woman’s club? 

EK: um-hmm 

 [00:01:33]  

JN: why did he come to Florida? In 1924 he came to Florida? 

EK: I don't-- I really don't know. I guess he just heard about it. Well friend of his came and I suppose 
that's why. [00:01:48] I wasn't home at the time when they came down here. I was up with my sister. He 
probably heard that it was good down here. I really don't know because I wasn't right at home  

JN: your father and mother.  

EK: Yes  

JN: any of your brothers [00:02:03] and sisters.  

EK: My brother was down here for a while  

JN: was he  

EK: yes, and his wife  

JN: and what year was he here?  

EK: He came ‘25  

JN: and did they drive or take the train? 

EK: they drove [00:02:23]. I come on the train. 

JN: and you went to visit someone in Washington.  

EK: My sister’s in Lyon Park, Virginia outside Washington DC  

JN: before you came down here. And you were born in 1900 you say? 

EK: yeah. 



JN: So [00:02:38] you were grown when you came to Boynton? 

EK: yes, 25 years old,  

JN: did you come into the FEC station in Boynton? 140 East Coast?  

EK: Yeah. 

JN: What are your first recollections? first meeting? Who did you first-- [00:02:53] Did the train come in 
in the morning or the afternoon?  

EK: Seems like it was it come at night. 

EK: Well, my father met us you know. [00:03:15] because he was here. My mother came up-- She came 
up on a visit to my sister’s, and I came home with her, on the train. And we about got eat up with 
mosquitoes.  

JN: No screens in the coaches? 

EK: No I guess not. They made a smudge for the mosquitoes. 

JN: Oh you mentioned that. 

EK: They smoked the mosquitoes out of the train. 

[00:03:31]  

JN: When did they have to light the smudges, on what what point on the trip down?  

EK: Well, I suppose when we got down in Florida, I don’t remember when they did that. 

JN:  Yeah, right. [00:03:46] So you're getting here at night. Had you ever seen the ocean before you 
came to Florida?  

[00:04:04]  

EK: No. 

JN: I’m just curious is that one of the things you did when you were here, go see the ocean? 

EK: Oh I suppose. We would go there every day until we got used to it, you know, the newness wore off. 

JN: which house did you come to in Boynton to live in ? 

EK: My folks lived they lived—they lived up-- [00:04:19] Well, it was Kansas Avenue then but, you know, 
there's name-- that they changed the names of the streets now. I think it -- You know, where the Dutch 
Mill is? Well, I think it was a street right south of that. That's where we lived.  

JN: Is the place still there? 

 [00:04:36]  

EK: I think so far as I know a priest lived there  

JN: and you looked upstairs? 



EK: No, it was a house. No, they didn't-- no they didn't live there, [00:04:51] in that place, when I came 
down. I was thinking about the storm, they lived there. No, they lived down here on the highway where 
that liquor place is now. There was an old frame house there. Kind of a big old frame house. [00:05:06] 
That's where they lived when I first came down. 

JN: where—where was this? 

EK: No, it’s on the highway. Right in the first block of Boynton South.  

JN: Italian pizza place, on the corner of Orlando— [talks over interviewee] 

[00:05:21]  

EK: Down just a little, down the middle of the block.  

JN: So I [00:05:36] guess you walked from the train station home.  

EK: It’s kind of slipped my mind, I suppose, I can't remember. I’m just thinking my daddy met us but I 
can’t remember really who did meet us. 

 [00:05:52]  

JN: what what's the first thing you remember about Boynton? What are your first impressions about 
Boynton at that time?  

EK: Well, I didn't like it, at first. It was the bugs more than anything else, I think and [00:06:07] crabs on 
the highway. I’m sure we went right over to the ocean, to see the ocean. [00:06:24] I can't remember 
the first things I did think of. I just thought well, I don't like it. I don't like to live here. But I soon 
changed. I won’t live any place else now. 

JN: who were some of the first [00:06:39] people you met here? 

EK: Well, the Mercers—Not the Mercers, but the Whites. Mrs. White. Her and Jessie, you know, Mercer 
and Dame. Jessie Dame Mercer. [00:06:57] Well, you know, Adams lived here, Sam Adams and his 
family. Several people from Centrailia were here.  

JN: Is that right?  

EK: Yeah. I can’t think of-- [00:07:13] You met the Weavers. I remember the first-- I think they lived-- he 
had a store, VG Weaver miss it. You know—you think you're going to interview --  they lived on the 
highway. I think he had a store there and I'm not sure whether they lived there or not, but [00:07:28] 
they had just gotten married and they lived right bit—his store I think was right across the street from 
our house. My brother lived outside—in a little framed house beside our house and he lived there for a 
while. [00:07:43] He and his wife.  

JN: How long-- was that house there up until about 10 years ago? the house that you moved-- the first 
place you lived? There's a foundation there [talks over interviewee]  

[00:07:58]  



EK: They fixed it over for this liquor store, but I think they left part of the building there. Now that’s what 
I think. I'm not sure but I think. I don’t go into liquor stores, so I’m not sure, but I think they probably 
fixed the front [00:08:13] part of it, but I'm not sure about that either. 

JN: so you were right near the little downtown section. 

EK:  Yes, Dr. Weems is right on the corner there, when we first came down  

[00:08:28]  

JN: where the Sinclair station was for so many years.  

EK: Well, there was an old building there where they had a-- well he had a pool table, you know that 
kind of store down there and Dr. Weems had his office above there. He came down about the same 
time I did. I don’t know if he came down in ’24 or ’25. 

JN: [talks over interviewee] I saw him a couple of weeks before he died. 

EK: He sure was nice. We used to be a neighbor to him. Folks moved over right back of the Baptist 
Church. Dr. Weems lived up on the hill. [00:09:27] So we were neighbors. That's before I was married.  

JN: Did you work soon after you came here at all?  

 [00:09:42]  

EK: I had my old shop down there, the beauty shop. Did you read that little piece in the paper? I wasn’t 
there very long. I think Meredith’s Electric Shop went out of business and then I moved around 
[00:09:57] on the highway. There was a little a real estate building there, and I fixed it up and had my 
shop there for a while.  

JN: Where was the exact location of your first shop? 

EK: right on the corner there where the [00:10:12] Bean—what you call it? 

JN: Exterminator 

EK: yeah,  

JN: In that building? 

EK: Yes. I'm pretty sure it's the same building. I don't think they built a new building there. Yes, right 
down below, on the first floor. [00:10:27]  

JN: And you had the whole first floor? 

EK: No, no Reverend Clonker had the corner there, his where he had his – where he did his office work 
for the Boynton News. And the Merediths had their shop there, the electric shop. 

JN: Upstairs? 

EK: No, no, no. And I had the east side, the downstairs. And then Mary Anderson, she had her music 
shop up above. 

JN: That building has been so many things, including the Woman’s Club library 



EK: Is that right? 

JN: The Western Auto Hardware store. 

 [00:11:06]  

EK: I know Beans haven't been there too long.  

JN: That's right. And the Woman's Club? It was the Woman's Club for a while.  

EK: Yeah, I think it was  

JN: and the Masonic Lodge was upstairs.  

EK: Yeah,  

[00:11:21]  

JN: that's half a dozen things. 

EK: and that probably isn't all  

JN: yeah. That was where your first beauty shop was? You’d studied beauty? 

EK: I took a beauty course up in Washington DC 

[00:11:41]  

EK: But it wasn't until I got married, until then I didn’t have a shop. But I'll tell you what happened. 
Maybe you’ll not take this. Anyway, don’t make any difference. Well, I went around the corner-- you 
know after I left-- I think Meredith’s [00:11:56] went out of business or something. The reason I left 
there, went around on the highway and got this building and fixed it up and had the shop there for a 
while then Dr. Weems came in and had his office there. [00:12:12]  

JN: Dr. Weems built across the street? 

EK: No he was in the building where I was. I moved out and he went to-- I guess he liked the location too 
and then right after that a hurricane come and blew it down, blew his office down.  

JN: ’26 or ’28? 

EK: Must have been the ’26. ’28 was the worst one here. ’26 was the worst down in Miami 

JN: The pictures you showed me in your album from Miami, was that the ’26? 

EK: yes 

JN: And you drove down there to sight-see? 

EK: yeah we went there with Charlie Cameron. Mr. Cameron built these two [00:13:01] apartment 
houses over there. You know it was all apartment houses over there, the two—one on Seacrest then 
one right on the side just right around the corner here.  

JN: Yeah.  



EK: Just right-- it's there across from the [00:13:16] library.  

JN: Yes. Yeah. So the ‘26 hurricane didn't do much damage in Boynton? 

EK: Oh, yes. It was bad here. It blew our garage apartment over. Yes it did. [00:13:32] We didn't live 
there at that time, but a couple did, but she came over to our house. The water came up all around us 

JN: From the canal? 

EK: That was the ’28 hurricane, yes. 

JN: ’28 hurricane 

EK: yes 

[00:13:47]  

JN: where did you weather that storm?  

EK: My brother lived down here, the house that my folks bought. He left and went to Tallahassee and 
my folks bought the place where he lived and that was right [00:14:02] back of the Baptist Church where 
we were in the 28th hurricane. I mean after the lull came.  No, we lived up on Kansas Avenue -- and 
when the lull came, we came down to his house  

[00:14:17]  

EK: But that was really a bad storm, it was the worst  

JN: that you've ever seen.  

EK: Yes. Lot of people were killed over in Okeechobee, drowned you know in the lake. 

[00:14:34]  

JN: What are your recollections of that storm, personal recollections?  

EK: Oh goodness, why, I certainly remember the water that came up in our house about foot and if the 
law hadn’t of come when it did, why, I don’t know what would have happened to us [?] water [00:14:50] 
right now in our house, and then we came down to my brother’s. But, we had the doors—well, they put 
a [00:15:05] board across the doors and they couldn't hardly keep them shut, it was so strong. It was 
really a bad one. We were scared half to death.  

JN: Is that right? Was anyone [00:15:20] killed in Boynton that you know of?  

EK: I don't I don't remember if they were 

JN: you probably would yeah, absolutely.  

EK: I don’t remember if they were. There were so many over in Okeechobee lake--- 

[00:15:35] 

JN: How long did it take for the water to subside and get over to the beach? 



EK: It went right out after we left. We went home, we left the doors open to let the water out. Course 
we didn’t go home until the next day. And our roof was blowing off our house. The water’s about a foot 
up in our house.  

[00:16:02]  

JN: And this house here withstood it.  

EK: Really was damaged. Yes it was, but we didn’t live here then. 

16:15 

JN: Yeah. Tell me about your husband, how you met your husband.  

EK: I met my husband when I cut his hair. John came [?] He came here well when he was 20 years old.  
[00:16:32]  EK: We got married in ‘29.  

JN: What was your maiden name?  

EK: Heaton H-E-A-T-O-N  

JN: Where were you married?  

 [00:16:48]  

EK: We were married in Arlington, Virginia. My sister and I, we had a double wedding.  

JN: Well, that was—the pictures you showed me. From what point [00:17:03] to what point were you in 
Washington DC?  

EK: I think I was there. a year or so [00:17:18]  

JN: what prompted you to go to— 

EK: My sister was there. I was there two or three years. I think I went home in ’21, came down here in 
’25.  

[00:17:40] 

JN: and then you went back.  

EK: You mean back to Washington? No. 

JN: To be married? 

EK: Oh, yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Sure.   Yeah after I was down here, well in ’29, see we were married in 1929. 

 [00:17:55]  

JN: were you living there permanently in 1929?  

EK: No, we just went there on a-- My husband went to Holland, he took a trip to Holland and I stayed in 
Washington [00:18:10] when he went there and then my sister came up later, and she went with a fella 
there, so we had a double wedding in Alexandria. 



JN: what prompted him to come [00:18:25] to the United States?  

EK: His brother was in Michigan and they hadn't heard from him for a while and he came over to see 
about him see and he liked it so, well, he stayed and then he joined the army for three years  

JN: your husband? 

EK: Yeah, [00:18:40]  

JN: and what was his profession?  

EK: Well, his profession was a foundry. They had quite a good size foundry in Holland. And he worked 
there. 

JN: And what did he do in the  United States?  

[00:18:55] 

EK: Well, he learned to do carpenter work. He didn't work very much because he got income from that 
foundry  

JN: what brought him to Boynton Beach? 

EK: I don't know. I really don't know [00:19:10] he came here before I did. I don't know if he knew 
somebody or what. He just got out of the army and came down here.  

JN: Were those exciting times here?  

EK: It was nice, I don’t know if you’d call it exciting or not, but we had a good time going to the beach—it 
was nice. Nicer than it is now, for me, I think. 

[00:19:37] 

JN: Yes. You go to the beach anymore? 

EK: not very often, once in a while. I don't swim. I like to go over there and watch the people swim. 

 [00:19:54]  

JN: And you said you moved into this house in 1932? 

EK: ‘33  

JN: ‘33. Who chose the house? You or your husband?  

EK: My husband—yeah, I guess he did. He [00:20:10] saw it first.  We lived over on 3rd Avenue. No, we 
know we didn't, we lived over on First Avenue then in a two-story house over there. It's still [00:20:25] 
there. Then we lived right over close to my folks before that over on Third Avenue Northeast?  

JN: You lived on First Avenue Northwest. [00:20:40]  

EK: No Northeast Northeast. My folks lived Northwest. See, Seacrest separates [interviewer talking over] 
we lived we lived on Third Avenue Northeast. Yeah, that's right close to the folks just [00:20:55] right 



across Seacrest. I always felt lucky that I got to live close to my folks. I was the only one who got to stay 
here. 

JN: Was the casino built then? 

EK: You know I was thinking about that. I wish I could remember, I don’t know why I don’t. I know my 
father worked on the Casino, and did something. I have it in my head that he built that whole Casino. I 
wish I would remember for sure, but I think he did build it, because I remember going over there when 
he was doing something. And I don’t know why I don’t remember but I have a real feeling that he did 
build that old casino. 

[00:21:52]  

JN: Do you remember the building of the Woman's Club? 

EK: Oh yes. Yes. Oh, yes. Oh, yes. I remember when he was building that. 

JN: did your father have a construction company with a title of what was the name --? 

EK: O.S. Heaton 

[00:22:07]  

JN: O.S. Heaton? And where was it located?  

EK: Well, he didn't have any office, he just did the work. There was a Mr. Adams who was in with him. 
[00:22:22] And then my brother, my brother, he got to be a lawyer, but he he helped my dad too. He 
was-- he knew carpenter work very well.  

JN: So your dad knew Allison Mizner.  

[00:22:37]  

EK: I think he did. I'm pretty sure he did.  

JN: Do you remember any stories or details about the building of the casino or the Woman's Club?  

[00:22:52]  

EK: well, I know I just went down there and he was building it.  

JN: Any unusual goings on or events? 

[00:23:08]  

EK: I think that’s the first time I met my husband. He was working down there with my father. I even 
remember the dress I had on. 

JN: And you socialized at the beach. Tell me something about the beach [00:23:23] about--  how did you 
get over there? What did you do? When you were there? What time of day did you go? 

EK: Well, we went with a bunch of people. Fella we went with, we’d go.   [00:23:39] I couldn't swim. My 
sister could swim just went a little bit, but I couldn't then we go way out on what these big inner tubes 
and well you couldn't hire me to do it now, but [00:23:54] I didn't think about how dangerous it was, 



you know when you couldn't when I couldn't swim. Yeah, but we had a good time. It was just plain 
beach-- wasn't much. You know, well, it was nice. The casino was there. [00:24:09] I mean after it was 
built and we could drive we could drive right up. Well, you can drive up there now, but for a long time 
you couldn't drive up, you know close to the beach, that you could park there and see the ocean. And of 
course you can now [00:24:24] you got a good beach now haven’t we? 

JN: Did you bring your food or did you buy food there? Was there any place to buy food?  

EK: Yeah, they had a little stand that they sold, you know, soft drinks and sandwiches.  

[00:24:41]  

JN: How many how many people used to go over there?  

EK: [?] 

JN: no I mean on the whole beach 

EK: Like it is now, course there weren’t as many people as there is now. 

[00:25:02]  

JN: Right, right,  

EK: but it was nice. I mean that you could drive right up there for a while. We couldn't drive up there up 
there. You had to park down below, right?  

[00:25:24]  

JN: Where did you do your shopping in the 20s and 30s?  

EK: There was a grocery store. Mr. Myers, R.O. Myers had a grocery store. We didn't have any big 
supermarkets then and he [00:25:39] was right on the-- right downtown. Right across-- I mean right 
close to the post office. There was a grocery store. Mr. Myers, and then when he quit, he sold to Mr. 
[00:25:54] Wright. Do you know-- you might know Gene Wright. He works in the fire station down there.  

JN: I probably know him. 

EK: He’s Captain are something  

[00:26:09]  

JN: It’s a well-known name. Is he the son of Mr. Wright? 

EK: yes, his mother and father lived here too, but they're both dead. 

JN: How about the picture show? Did you go to the picture show? 

EK: We had a picuter show here, could it’s torn down now. Yes, we went. 

[00:26:29]  

JN: the first one? The silent one where the bank parking lot is?  



EK: Yes, that wasn't that wasn't here very long. Seems to me like that's where we that's where we had 
our church meetings for a while. Reverend Corker [unintelligible] 

 [00:26:49]  

EK: It was just a little building there on Palmetto Street  

JN: [?] Ministry  

EK: Yes right there, by the railroad [00:27:04] station.  

JN: Did you travel to Miami and Key West or West Palm? Did you take trips?  

EK:  I never have been to Key West and my husband went.  I didn't seem to want to  

[00:27:19] 

JN: And you went to Miami some. 

EK: Oh sure, we used to go down there quite often, you know, it wasn't so crowded, my husband we 
would go there real often, more than I even go to West Palm now. 

JN: Drive or take the— 

EK: Drive.  

JN: Down Dixie. 

EK: yes 

[00:27:36]  

JN: What was the trip like from here to Miami in those days? What was-- what what what what was 
outstanding on the trip? What towns or places or sites are along the way?  

 [00:27:55]  

EK: I just can't think right now. What was so exciting. Wasn't near as crowded as it is now and I mean it 
was nice to go down there. But after it got so crowded we didn’t want to go. Yeah, we'd even go down 
there when they'd have dollar days. We would [00:28:10] go down there for the sales.  

JN: When did it start getting crowded?  

EK: It's just, gradually, you know 

JN: But when did you stop going down there? 

[00:28:25]  

EK: I don't remember we didn't it's been a long long time since we would go down there as often as we 
did. I suppose maybe ten years after we were married or something  

[00:28:40] [speaking at the same time] 

JN: by the time of World War II? 



EK: But we went down there quite a long time til it got too crowded. 

JN: Did you go shopping in Delray? Did [00:28:55] Boynton people go shopping in Delray?  

EK: Sometimes. I never did go down to Delray very much to go shopping. I used to go down there quite 
often but not to shop. I had a dear good friend down in Delray that I used to go see every [00:29:10] 
week. Mrs. Van Sickles. Now she's up in Plymouth, Michigan in a nursing home, 97 years old.  

Delray was always a little-- The downtown was more developed than Boynton. There's more 
development. 

 [00:29:25]  

EK: Yes. I don't think it is now though, do you? More so than Boynton? Well, I guess it's different.  

[00:29:40]  

JN: It's different. What kind of foods did you eat here that were different [00:29:55] from somewhere 
else? Recipes, or-- 

EK: I don't remember anything different. I mean we always cook the same. We had as much then as I, I 
suppose as we do now really 

 [00:30:11] 

JN: what made Boynton Beach different from any other place?  

EK: I don't know. We just liked it. And I don't know why I always felt like they were friendlier than like 
[00:30:26] Delray. I always felt Boynton is a little friendlier people. Maybe they weren't but I always 
thought so I mean you meet people, they speak to you. I mean it whether you knew or not. Usually we 
knew them, I mean, [00:30:41] [interviewer noise] 

[30:50] 

JN: Were you a member of the Woman's Club?  

EK: I have been, but I didn't [00:30:56] go very much. I'm not much of a club lady.  

JN: What are some special stories you can tell about Boynton Beach, that would be that would be 
interested in people?  

EK: Probably can't think of any that would be interesting. [00:31:12] I'm not much of a storyteller. I wish 
I could think of something, probably think of it after you're gone.  

[00:31:28]  

JN: Did you have any children?  

EK: No.  I had plenty of neighbor children that I enjoyed.  

JN: Yeah, who were they? 

EK: The Snell [?] children, all the children along here, [00:31:44] The family on the corner there the 
Owens they had six children and my neighbor across the street, they had two, and I loved them all. 



JN: You also went to West Palm and Palm Beach.  

EK: Oh sure, we used to go there pretty often.  

[00:32:00]  

JN: What were the special places there that you remember enjoying? 

EK: I liked to go to the Burdime’s. I don’t know if that’s still there?  

JN: When-- how long has it been? Or when did you first?  

 [00:32:16]  

EK: Let's see. It used to be a store-- first store that I remember we went to that I we like was Patches but 
it went out of business and --  [00:32:33] Yeah. I don’t remember the year it went out, but it was a nice 
store. Then there was another, but when I do, I usually go to Burdines and Anthony’s. But you know 
Burdine’s is moving out to – 

[00:32:48] 

JN: that's right. It's like here.  

EK: Yeah. There's Anthony still there. Yes. Yes. Yes. but they have a-- they have store out at the mall.  

JN: Yeah. Do you remember when Burdines or started or when you first started going up there?  

EK:I don't remember what year.  

[00:33:26] 

JN:  You remember any  Indians around here coming through here in those days, in the early days?  

EK: No 

JN: How about the local produce? Did you [00:33:42] and your family eat the local produce here, 
pineapples, tomatoes, and things? 

EK: They used to raise a lot pineapples out west here  

JN: Where did you buy those or were they given to you? Probably [00:33:57] given to us. I don't know. I 
don't know. I can't remember. Sometimes they had so many that they couldn't sell them and they dump 
them and they were good pineapples. You'd go out and help yourself. I remember that.  

JN: Yeah. The only [00:34:12] place I ever had really good pineapples is Mexico.  

EK: Is that right?  

JN: I mean in my experience. Were they better than what you get now?  

EK: these were good. Yeah, they were nice and sweet,  

JN: right? Someone said they were smaller than [00:34:27] the commercial varieties that you get now.  



EK: I don’t remember that they were. They were big enough. My mother used to can them, I mean when 
they’d dump them like that and they were still just as good as-- real [00:34:42] good, right and she 
would can them and sometimes they do tomatoes like that, you know when they couldn't sell them. I 
they let people go help themselves.  

 [00:35:00]  

JN: Tell me about your house. This is one of the more-- the older and more interesting houses in 
Boynton.  Built in 

EK: 1926. We moved here in 1933. [00:35:16] When we moved here, it was all grown up. Just all grown 
up right to our house  

JN: Palmettos and pine trees.  

EK: Yes, just [?]l. Anything you can think of and we [00:35:32] our neighbor lived over on 4th Avenue, just 
one house there, Major, Major Deworic, and he built a path through there. Put sawdust down. He called 
it our sawdust trail. [00:35:47] Yeah, everybody knew him. I guess, Major Deworic. He was an old retired 
army officer. And we used to have a good time playing cards and all.  

[00:36:02]  

JN: and your husband— 

EK: He fixed this house over 

JN: when did he do that?  

EK: Right after we-- not long after we moved in here. [00:36:18] He did it all himself, it took him quite a 
while to do it, you know, cause he did it by himself. It was a lot of work for one man. We went down-- 
Oh down south here where they were building new homes, and he got a few [00:36:33] ideas 

JN: When did he add the porch? this porch?  

EK: Well not long after we came here. Might have been a year or so, so I'm not sure. Knocked the 
fireplace down here.  [00:36:50] There was a fireplace here on the end. And these doors, see that there 
were French doors over there where the new fireplace was took two of them put them here.  

[00:37:06]  

JN: And did it lead out to a patio? 

EK: no. 

JN: Just outside? 

EK: oh, yes yes oh, yes it did that over there. Yes. Yes. Yes. There was a patio out there, but the 
hurricane kind of, kind of [00:37:27] Knocked those down and down to them down and there was a wall 
there and he took it down.  

JN: When did the underbrush and scrub begin to disappear?  



EK: Well, we had ours cleaned off over [00:37:42] there. Just gradually, you know when people built 
around, had cleaned off. We had lots over here. Over here the next Street 2nd Avenue, and we sold five 
[00:37:57] lots there and we bought these three lots here. We just wanted the west lots so, so he sold 
two corner lots there and we sold a piece down [00:38:12] here 60 feet. So now we have 190 feet here  
and then he built a new garages and he built it back building his shop out there.  

[00:38:28]  

JN: And he passed away in ‘65. What were the best years-- was it a better [00:38:43] place at a certain 
time when it is now. Would you say?  

EK: Well, I liked it better when it wasn’t so crowded. Wouldn’t you? 

JN: yes 

EK: yes it was nicer then?  

JN: Yeah. When did the street get built up with other [00:38:58] houses is more modern [?] 

EK: The first house was in ’49, we moved here in ’33. So that was several years we lived on this one 
block, the only house on this block 

JN: Florida modern, the concrete block stone.  

EK: The one down there on the corner is the first one to be built. Two story house down there. 

JN: Nice house 

EK: yes it is Mr. Lang [?] built that 

JN: I always admired that house. 

EK: I don’t suppose you know David Owens, do you? [...] [00:39:40] he's not quite as old as you 

JN: I think I know who he is 

EK: they were all nice children. Yeah, nice such a nice friendly kids-- Mr. Owens died a short time ago, I 
guess, about [00:39:55] it not even a month ago.  

JN: Is that right?  

EK: Cancer. 

JN: He had a number of children  

EK:  six. 

JN: He needed that big house. 

EK: Yes, but he didn't build it. Mr. Lang built it he lived there 

JN: And the Pickerillos across [00:40:14] the street. Yeah.  

EK: Yeah. They’re both married the boys. You knew that I suppose. Yeah, they’ve been married for quite 
a while.  



JN: Bob is just getting divorced.  

EK: You don't mean it? 

JN: Somebody told [00:40:29] me that a couple of weeks ago. 

EK: I haven’t talked to Rose in a long time. I must call her.  

JN: [00:40:45] Bob married that girl that had a couple of kids,  

EK: Richard married a girl who had one boy, they had a girl. Boy and a girl now. But [00:41:00] I guess 
they get along pretty good.  

JN: so for all practical purposes everything on the street is new, just 30 years old this year ’49. ’59, ’69,  

79 [00:41:17] Thirty years old  

EK: These three houses were built around the same time, same contractor built them. 

JN: When were they new?  

[00:41:35]  

EK: Let's see.  I guess about 26 years ago. They're built.  I was counting up how old Mark the boy of 
those—he was just [00:41:50] a baby when they moved here and he's I think he's 26 or 27 and I think 
he's 26.  

JN: When did you get your first television?  

[00:42:09]  

EK: Well, I don't know. I guess it was in the early fifties. I'm not sure when we got our first television  

JN: How about early radio? You remember the early radio programs and where they [00:42:24] came 
from and what you listen to I don't know.  

EK: I don’t know, I listen to WLIZ more than any other station [00:42:39] now. It's a has a lot of religious 
programs.  

JN: What social event stand out in your mind here in Boynton in the [00:42:54] early days.  

EK: We didn’t have very much social— 

JN: [talked over] the woman’s club 

EK: we used to go on picnics as I remember  

JN: afternoon or evening? 

 [00:43:09]  

EK: Probably in the evening.  

JN: Do they have a bonfire?  



EK: I don't know how long they've had these. Yes. They have a place over there that you can cook. I 
guess they're still there. Yes. I don't know how I just don't know when they [00:43:24] fixed those. But I 
mean we've been over there on a picnic. 

JN: right? right [00:43:47] What are your favorite recollections over the years? I think I've asked that in 
another way.  

 [00:44:09]  

EK: I don’t remember any favorite recollections. I'm enjoying Boynton. I mean, I can't think of any any 
special thing that I enjoy the most really I should but I don't I'm going to stop this. 

 

FILE 2 

[00:00:14]  

JN: Your husband was quite a craftsman. Did he craft  or do the interiors of any other houses in 
Boynton? 

EK: No. Oh yes he did. He built the Raulf house over there. I think he built a room on over there, some 
addition to it by the helping my daddy. 

JN: How long did [00:00:44] your father live? 

EK: He died in ’49, my mother in ’54 and we sold their property to the Baptist Church. They had 
[00:00:59] several lots over there. They had three lots on Second Avenue and then they had two lots 
that the house was on,  that lot of the houses on either side. So the church has [00:01:14] that now. 

JN: And you're a member of the Baptist Church. 

[00:01:52]  

EK: No, I’m a member of the First Christian Church. I go to Lake Worth. There’s no Christian Church here 
in Boynton, so I went to Lake Worth. On 3rd and J. But do you know? The city condemned it. Looks like a 
new church if you go by, they saw cracks in the building and they condemned it. So they’re going to have 
to tear it down and build a new church. They wanted to, well, several of them wanted to, to get some 
ground out there on Lantana Road, but the congregation voted on and we voted to keep it where 
[00:02:07] it is.  

JN: When did you join the church, where? 

EK: I think it was in ’27. Before I was married. 

JN: You’ve been going to the same church all these years? 

EK: the same church 

[pause] 

[00:02:35]  



JN: Tell me about your sisters, and a brother 

EK: Well, my sister and a brother. Yes, my brother lived in Tallahassee. I mean he died up there and he 
was a lawyer. [00:02:52] My brother was a lawyer for-- I guess you'd call a labor lawyer, you know for 
the laboring people. But he got sick and he had to give up his office. [00:03:08] He died in 1970.  

JN: Where was his office? 

EK: it was in Tallahassee  

JN: did he work for the state? 

EK: no, he worked for himself. He had a—what did he have? When he first went up there he, [00:03:28] 
he was appointed some kind of-- what was it? Something about the Federation I get it. And then he was 
a lawyer for himself. I don’t know how long he held that [00:03:43] job. [archivist’s note: Wendell C. 
Heaton was the first chairman of the old State Industrial Commission; a veteran of WWI, he held the 
Croix de Guerre medal.] 

JN: And your sister?  

EK: My sister my older sister lived in Arlington, Virginia and she died in 1963. [00:04:00] She-- you saw 
her picture up there. She got arthritis real bad real bad and she took this prednisone and some you 
know, and it killed her. 

JN: [00:04:16] And you had one sister— 

EK: one sister in California. She got married when she was still in Centralia. She was 19. She graduated 
from high school, got married and went right to California and she lived there ever since. She [00:04:31] 
has four children and my sister, my older sister, she had one boy and my brother had one boy. He's a 
doctor [00:04:48], he has his office right close to the Good Samaritan Hospital. My brother's son. Ear, 
nose, and throat.  

JN: One of the sisters spent some time with you here in Florida. I think her pictures [00:05:03] with you 
over at the beach.  

EK: Yeah, she was down here. Well, she used to live down here, before we were married 

JN:  from Arlington.  

EK: Yes used to live down here. We were married in ‘29 and she [00:05:18] lived up North. Yes, that was 
before we were married all those pictures. Most of those pictures were taken.  

JN: Yeah, yeah. [00:05:34] What was the social activity? You said you only mostly went to the beach.  

EK: Well, yeah. Oh we did what it most anybody that do go to the movies and you know, there wasn't 
too much going [00:05:49] on here. We were just a little village.  

JN: That's right. Did you drive when you were younger? I begin to drive it in around the time I was 
married. Well, didn't drive until [00:06:04] ’29. 

EK: When we lived over here on Third Avenue Northeast, are we woke up about three o'clock in the 
morning one time [00:06:19] in our garage was ablaze and our car was burned. I don't know how it got a 



fire, but I guess it was a short in the driving the car something. [00:06:36] And my husband he had 
rabbits. He had quite a few cages of-- he was raising rabbits and he had to throw those rabbits out in a 
hurry so they won't get burned.  

[00:06:56]  

JN: When this house was surrounded by vegetation were there are many raccoons and possums and 
foxes? 

EK: Yeah, we raised chickens back there. My husband had built some [00:07:11] coops and we had 
chickens there and the fox-- the foxes would come around and see they would stick their heads out to 
eat food without on the outside, so it won’t get dirty. And they would catch the chickens and just chew 
[00:07:26] their heads off. So my husband he put a little poison out for them and he found one dead. 
Talk about a sly fox, [00:07:41] they really were sly.  he would go out there all night, sit out there 
watching and then just as soon as he come in the house it would happen. 

JN: Is that right? I've seen a couple of foxes. It's been a long [00:07:56] time. How about raccoons and 
opossums?  

EK: Oh, yes, we have those too. 

[00:08:11]  

JN: I guess almost everybody had a few chickens. Oh, yes, you have whatever you wanted to, there was 
no law against it.  

JN: And there's that picture of your mother milking that cow.  

EK: Yeah, that was taken up there close to the lake.  

JN: Yeah. I [00:08:26] can just barely remember that sort of thing. But you know young people today 
wouldn't believe that— 

EK: no, they wouldn't.  I mean, you're not allowed to have chickens or anything here anymore 

JN: or that you would wake up in the morning to a rooster crowing. Remember when I was [00:08:41] a 
boy, you could hear the roosters from a quarter mile away. You’d hear them in the morning  

EK: and it was [?] I’d like to hear them, did you? Yes, my father he raised turkeys and chickens and 
[00:08:56] cows and-- he had the lot fenced in, see. It was really quite a bit of ground, which we sold to 
the Church. 

JN: Did you eat fresh fish, did you like fresh fish?  

EK: Oh yes, [00:09:12] I'm not crazy about fish, but my father would love to fish. He loved he would get 
up early in the morning and go according to the tide. He would catch a lot of nice fish 

JN: Where? 

EK: Over on the ocean, the inlet 

[00:09:30]  



JN: When? Forties? [?] 

EK: well soon as we came down here, you know. Ever since he came down he would go fishing as long as 
he – 

JN: Did you buy fish? 

[00:09:46]  

EK: We didn't have to. Dad kept us supplied with fish. 

JN: When did you get your first refrigerator? This is connected with the fish. 

EK: I’m sure we had a refrigerator, yes. 

JN: Did you fish? 

EK: I never fished in my life. [00:10:18] I’d have felt sorry for one if I’d caught one. My sister when she 
was down here in California, she went out with him on a boat out in the ocean  

[00:10:33]  

JN: Here? 

EK: Yes. Yes. He was here on business from California. She went out with Alvin Shook.  

JN: I guess you said you didn't know the Shooks.  

JN: I knew Sarah Shook.  

EK: Oh, yes. I remember [00:10:51] Alvie was commissioner here for a while. Moved around Citra 
Florida, wherever that is. 

JN: Very long ago? 

[00:11:06]  

EK: several years ago. His daughter lives right over here on the corner, married the Levenez boy 

[00:11:21]  

JN: Have people left this area and move to the less congested areas that you know. 

EK: I supposed I have, but I can't think-- 

JN: the Shooks why did they--? 

EK: Oh yes, they moved away. His brother died, they lived right over here. I think Alvie’s on a farm. He 
was [00:12:04] quite a working guy 

JN:  did you know Bedford Jones the mechanic? 

EK: I've heard of him, but I didn't really know him.  

JN: They just made me think he moved away, you know, to Deland or Ocala. Yeah.  



EK: I remember [00:12:19] that name, but I don't— 

JN: Had a daughter Robin Jones and Richard Newland moved away.  

EK: Yes. I knew Richard well, I knew his mother and his wife. Yes. He had a real nice home [00:12:34] 
over there.  

JN: Is that right? I used to deliver his paper over there. Did you visit mrs. Newland and the old house  

EK: yes, over I've been there. Yes. Nice old lady. I remember him too before [00:12:49] he died, Richard’s 
father. Yeah. Yes. He had the-- He had a drugstore for a long time before Richard took over.  

JN: What year was that? I don’t think I [00:13:04] remember the father.  

EK: No, I guess not. I don't know what year he died. It’s been a long time ago. He was a quiet old man, a 
nice old man. 

JN: How old was mrs. Newman when she died? 

 

[00:13:20]  

EK: She was up there. I don't know just how old she was. She was quite old. But she worked in a 
drugstore up—For a long [00:13:35] time.  

JN: The Garden [00:13:50] of Allah, what do you recall? Rainbow Tropical?  

EK: Well, I don’t remember too much about it, I knew the man that built it. Mr. Miller. [00:14:06] Well, 
you saw the picture when we went back there and it was on that little train. It was nice, fixed up real 
nice, pretty-- 

JN: You recall when it was first built? 

[00:14:24]  

EK: I don't remember the year, no. Now let me see, I can kind of figure it out, I think. It's probably been, 
a little more than [00:14:39] 30 years. Yes. My nephew's first child was here. He was two years old. I was 
trying to figure up how old he was. It hadn't been built long then. 

JN: after the war [00:14:54] in other words.  

EK: Yeah, I guess so. well, he would he-- He was born in 46 and he was two years old here. And that's 
when we went up there.  

JN: I see and it was new then.  

[00:15:09]  

EK: Yeah, it was right new. I think I remember. But I don't why what things didn't go in that building. It's 
a beautiful building, right? Yes. It was [00:15:24] a very nice building right and they had a nice big home 
there. Tore down when they built the road, you know, made it wider. He did a lot of work on that 



building [00:15:39] and it was nice. Did you ever go up there but it's a restaurant now, you know. Name 
is Bernard. He seems to be very busy. I think he's doing good. I hope  

[00:15:54]  

JN: yeah, he had a restaurant in the Bahamas. People drive from Fort Lauderdale. I have been [00:16:09] 
back in there taking pictures, 10-15 years ago when it was all overgrown, you know 

EK: That was after Mr. Miller sold, I suppose 

JN: Yeah, but in all my memory, from 1958 onwards, [00:16:24] it was in ruins. 

EK: 1958 

JN: Mr. Vernon Lamb had it for a while, too. 

[talking over each other] 

EK: I know [00:16:39] when Milton was here with Dickie he was two years old and we went back in there  

JN: Vernon Lamb, I think renamed it the garden of Allah after 1955, [00:16:56] but it never was 
successfully,  

EK: It seems like some places are just never successful, you wonder why. 

JN: it was a different attitude for tourist... 

[00:17:12]  

EK: I've never been in since Bernard’s up there but they say it's nice. The restaurant is good. Quite 
expensive I guess but I've heard it was real nice. [00:17:29] You know where I like to go to a restaurant is 
the Holiday House you ever go there? 

JN: never have  

EK: go. It's nice kind of crowded now, but it's really good food. You go in and help yourself. Well, they 
help you to the [00:17:44] meat and then you help. It's I think the best food that I know of.  

JN: Was that right?  

EK: Yes. We have a one in Lake Worth right close to our church [00:17:59] and right after church we go 
have dinner. 

[00:18:14]  

JN: Did you go to Lou and Marty’s at all? 

EK. Sometimes, but he was quite busy. Yes. Yes. He was. Yes. 

JN: And I guess you recall the Howard Johnson's when we had a Howard Johnson’s.  

EK: Oh, yes. Yes, but I don't think it made a go much. [00:18:29] Well, they tore it down, you know.  

JN: Yeah, they wanted to raise the rent and they wouldn't pay 



EK: is that right? I can find it. I suppose I didn't do very well.  

JN: Then we had a Leo's for a while. 

EK: Where was that? 

[00:18:45]  

JN: That was near the Kwik Check their restaurant several names 

EK: not made of gold, huh? Boynton bushes. Did you ever [00:19:00] eat at Bushes? That’s over on the 
ocean 

EK: The only place I ever eat over on the beach was Works up in West Palm Beach was over [00:19:15] I 
guess probably not there anymore. [00:19:30] long time since I've been up through Palm Beach, used to 
drive up quite often. 

[00:19:49]  

JN: How about the fish fries over the ocean? Remember those? I can. I wish you would talk about them? 

EK: I’ve never went to fish fries, I don't like fish. 

JN: I hate to [00:20:04] interject things on the tape. Somebody have to come along interview me if they 
want. My opinion is of course. Well a lot of my opinions get put on the tape. Accidentally  

[00:20:32]  

EK: Do  you remember Fish Haven over there? There was a building over there.  

JN: Yes over at the inlet. 

EK: Yes, my father built that and he-- they lived there a while. They rented their house out over here and 
they lived there. [00:20:47]  

JN: There was there was a little 2x4 building right up by the bridge. Yes, right up at the top.  

EK: That's right. They called that fish haven. And they sold bait and fishing tackle and different things. 
Yeah, well my mother-- my father built [00:21:02] and they went over there and  

JN: they lived there too.  

EK: Yes, they lived there for a while. My mother never liked it there.  

JN: It was two story wasn’t it?  

EK: There was a place down below for the car. Then they built a place down below. 

 [00:21:17]  

JN: that's where the Marty Hans restaurant was.  

EK: Well that was over on kind of the side. Yes. Yes. Well, this was a place just-- there was tables and 
things. Yes. 



[00:21:38]  

EK: That was built, I think, about the same time as fish haven, but I think they tore it down and built-- 
Maybe they built another one. I never go over there anymore.  

JN: That fish havens been torn down 15 years ago. When was it built? 

[00:21:57]  

EK: I don’t know.  

JN: I’m pressing you for dates. 

EK: I don’t know dates.  

JN: Around 1930 or after you'd been here? 

EK: It’s after John and I were married and that was in ‘29 

[00:22:15]  

EK: My mother, she didn't like it over there, she loved her home and didn’t like it over there. 

JN: who ran the store? 

EK: They both did [00:22:41] my father loved to fish, so he loved it. He’d go out and catch bait. He had a 
little bait catcher, you’d go on the beach and sein. 

JN: how long did they live over there? 

EK: Not too long because my mother didn't like it probably maybe two years. I'm not sure. 

[00:22:56]  

JN: Yeah, I do remember that place, they used to sell soda pop. 

EK: Yes, they sold drinks and different things 

JN: but you know that's only a shadow of a memory to me because by the time I was 15 or 16, it was 
gone [00:23:12] and I’m 32, that would have been 17 years ago.  

EK: See, I’ve got a long time to remember. I don’t remember everything. 

JN: But now sitting here and talking with you. It's the first time I've [00:23:27] anyone has brought it to 
my mind, in 17 years 

EK: but when my sister and her husband were down here on a visit one time, they went over there and 
stayed a few months before they went back home and those children they’d get way up on those arches 
[00:23:43] and dived down in the lake there.  

JN: I've done that  

EK: have you really? Well, that was kind of dangerous. I thought  

JN: I jumped off the arch one time, but other times just off the bridge  



EK: they used to do that all the time. 

JN: That’s a good piece of information for the tape, they used to do that all the time 

EK: They don’t have arches anymore They really could swim. [00:24:13] Now they have another boy 
since then.  

JN: Yeah, we all can swim pretty well. All kids my age. 

EK: I was always afraid of the water and I just never learned to swim. 

[00:24:29]  

JN: We were in the water so much. You just taught yourself how to swim. Yeah.  

EK: Yes, if I wasn’t afraid of the water, I could learn to swim. I supposed everybody’s afraid right at first 
though. Most kids swim now. 

[00:24:49]  

JN: When's the last time you went to the beach? 

EK: Oh hasn’t been very long ago, maybe a month ago. A friend came by and we went over on the 
beach. 

JN: Sitting here, I’m telling myself I need to go to the beach. 

EK: But it’s so crowded in the winter, you don’t want to go 

JN: too hot in the summer 

[00:25:18]  

EK: That's right. But they do have a nice beaches.  

[00:25:33]  

JN: Do you have any advice for young people today? This is a question. I put on the bottom of the form. I 
don't know if it's corny or not.  

EK: It's not corny no. Maybe I could [00:25:48] say give them some good advice, but I can't think right 
now. The kids along here are good kids. I don’t have to tell them anything. Their mother and dad kind of 
keep them straight, [00:26:03] I mean, they're just good kids. Well, if I had advice I'd certainly teach him 
not to steal, anybody would teach them that. See kids [00:26:18] come over here, you know. Mr. Brown 
has all these fruit trees here and it's all fenced in. Yes, and just yesterday two kids climbing over the 
fence and stole some fruit. [00:26:34] I hate to see kids do that. But I guess maybe kids do and grow up 
to be good kids. The little neighbor girl come over and tell me that. She thought I'd go out [00:26:49] 
there and tell them off or something. I mean she knew it was wrong and she come over to tell me. 

JN: Well, [00:27:04] it must have been pretty exciting coming here in the ‘20s and seeing all the changes 
occur. 



EK: It was really it was nice, but I just wish it wouldn’t get too big. Doesn’t do any good to [00:27:20] 
wish. It's going to grow bigger and bigger.  

JN: People who come now to this area have no inkling of what it was like before 1965. [00:27:36] that's 
when the condominiums started to be built. Sterling village. And that's when I believe the character 
began to change 

EK: what year you come down? 

JN: ’58 By ’65,  [00:27:54], condominiums were being built. More people are coming. Well, Mrs. Klep, 
[00:28:09] thank you for the interview. 
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